Nolen Rashun Smith
December 1, 1968 - July 28, 2015

In profound sorrow we announce the passing of Nolen Smith, age 46, of Atlanta, Georgia,
on July 28, 2015, at Emory University Midtown.
Celebration of Life service will be held on Tuesday, August 4, 2015, at 11:00 AM at
Elizabeth Baptist Church, Dr. Craig L. Oliver, Pastor, Reverend Ron Sailor, Eulogist.
Interment will follow in Westview Cemetery.
The family will recieve friends at the funeral home on Monday, August 3, 2015, from
6:00PM - 8:00PM.
A Glimpse into his Life…
On July 28, 2015 Nolen Rashun Smith, better known as “Bear” humbly submitted himself
to the Master’s call and transitioned peacefully to be with God. He was born December 1,
1968 in Atlanta, Georgia, to the proud parents of Nolan and Jennie Q. Smith. He was their
only child, their Pride and Joy!
Nolen spent his childhood in Atlanta, GA where he met most of his lifelong friends and
built fond, lasting memories. He matriculated through Atlanta Public Schools attending
Frederick Douglass High School. He took pride in being a “Mighty Astro” and member of
Elite Club. After graduating from Douglass, he remained active participating in the alumni
baseball and basketball games, attending class reunions and emceeing all the alumni
parties.
His legacy began in March 20, 1996 with the birth of his namesake, Nolen Rashun Smith,
Jr. On November 10, 2001 he married the love of his life, Tammy Evans, and to this union
Niya Rashaan was born on March 15, 2003. As a devoted husband and father Nolen
displayed commitment by attending dance recitals, talent shows, football and basketball
games. He loved his family unconditionally.

Socially, Nolen enjoyed traveling to New Orleans to support his hometown favorite, the
Atlanta Falcons and hanging with his boys. He was full of fun and jokes, the life of the
party and never without a SMILE. He motivated and inspired others to excel at their
personal endeavors and he was always ready to defend his family and friends. He was a
unique person, always stylish. If there was anything in his power that he could do for
anyone, he would do it without hesitation.
He was steadfast in his faith and belief in God. He began his Christian journey at an early
age and was later baptized at Elizabeth Baptist Church.
He began his career with FedEx and later with Rubbermaid. He also received his
Commercial Driver’s License from Chattahoochee Technical College in 2013.
Nolen will be missed by all of those whose lives he touched during his short, but full,
earthly experience. He will be remembered for his fun loving, compassionate and kind
hearted spirit. Nolen’s memory will forever be cherished by family and friends.
Nolen’s legacy shall be forever cherished by his devoted wife, Tammy Evans Smith; son,
Nolen Rashun Smith, Jr.; his daughter Niya Rashaan Smith; a loving mother, Jennie
Smith; a dedicated father Nolan Smith; two aunts Janice Miller and Fannie Ray; one
uncle, Johnny Cook (Mary); special friends, Ronnie Nuckles, Richard Cox and Dexter
Magby and a host of other cousins, relatives and friends.
A Letter from Heaven
When tomorrow starts without me
And I’m not there to see;
If the sun should rise and find your eyes
All filled with tears for me.
I wish so much you wouldn’t cry
The way you did today;
While thinking of the many things
We didn’t get to say.
I know how much you love me
As much as I love you;
And each time that you think of me,
I know you’ll miss me too.

When tomorrow starts without me,
Don’t think we’re far apart
For every time you think of me,
I’m right here in your heart.
The Acknowledgment
When it seemed that our loss was too great to bear, we looked up and our friends were
there with prayers, support and words…written and spoken, with faces smiling and hearts
open, you comforted us and shared our grief. This has not only encouraged us, but has
strengthened and sustained us. As we face the future without Nolen, we ask for your
continued prayers.
THE SMITH FAMILY

Events
AUG
3

Visitation

06:00PM - 08:00PM

Sellers-Smith Funeral Home
168 Greenville Street, Newnan, GA, US, 30263

AUG
4

Celebration of Life

11:00AM

Elizabeth Baptist Church
4245 Cascade RD SW, Atlanta, GA, US, 30331

AUG
4

Interment
Westview Cemetery
1680 Ralph David Abernathy SW, Atlanta, GA, US, 30310

Comments

“

As you celebrate a life well lived may the God of all comfort be with you, " while you
throw all your anxieties upon him because he cares for you" ( 1Pet. 5:7).

c. collier - August 04, 2015 at 06:18 PM

“

Lakisha Ogletree-ellis lit a candle in memory of Nolen Rashun Smith

lakisha ogletree-ellis - August 03, 2015 at 08:49 AM

“

Jennie, I am so sorry for Rashun's transition. He was such a gentle person and I will
always miss him. May God continue to Bless you and keep you strong!
Deloris Wood

Deloris Wood - July 31, 2015 at 07:45 PM

“

No matter when I saw Nolen there was always a BIG SMILE and a BIG HUG on the
horizon. May the grace and favor or God follow your kids all the days of their lives.
Letitia

Letitia - July 31, 2015 at 08:56 AM

“

I love you more than words can say. It's because of you that I'm here today !!! I'll truly
miss your voice and your smile. Rashun, I love you !!!!
Toot (Thujural)

Thujural - July 30, 2015 at 02:03 PM

